
KAREKARE BILLBOARD 

MAYOR’S BOOK WINS 
Waitakere City Mayor, Bob Harvey’s lat-
est book Rolling Thunder: A Spirit of 
Karekare  won the Environment category 
of this year’s Montana New Zealand Book 
Awards. 
 
The book has already sold 5000 copies, 
following on the success of  Untamed 
Coast which has now sold 15000 copies. 
Congratulations, Bob! 
 
Note—all profits from sales go to the 
Karekare Surf Life Saving Club  
 

LAGOON CHANGES COURSE  
AFTER 12 YEARS 

Phil Parks has kept a diary of the 
beach and noted in April 1990 that 
the lagoon changed course and 
started going to the left of the beach 
rather than straight out past the 
Watchmans. 
 
On the night of June 4th this year it 
has finally gone back to that path. 
Phil reckons that many thousand cu-
bic metres of sand were moved to 
create the new water course.   
 
Isn’t Nature amazing?? 
Out of interest I have just looked through Bob’s book 
and all the old photos and paintings show the stream 
going out past the Watchmans. 

 
Karekare Ratepayers and  

Residents Trust  
KKRRT continues to be active on behalf 
of its members and the community in the 
Karekare area on a range of issues.  We 
have a well-deserved reputation for 
'punching way above our weight.'  I am 
hoping that I will be able to include a 
summary of activities and issues for Bill-
board on a regular basis. So, here goes 
with a bit of a catch-up for the first half of 
the year. 
 
Late last month we presented our sub-
mission on the Waitakere City Annual 
Plan.  It was well received by council and 
attracted the favourable attention of a 
number of other groups in the city.  
Many of the issues that have been 

raised 
his-

torically, and more recently, were cov-
ered, including: water, waste,  
 
 
 
transport, parking, landcare, democracy,  
and technology servicing (including power 
phone & internet services).   
 
One tangible result already from our sub-
mission is council enthusiasm to work 
with us to restore, maintain and complete 
the Valley Rd footpath between Watch-
man's bridge and McCreedies paddock.  
If there is anyone with a particular interest 
in this project who would be keen to get 
involved and work with council on it, 
please contact me or someone else on 
the committee. 
 
A small but dedicated group of local web-
site enthusiasts have been working 
hard on a revamp of the Karekare web-
site.  Keep that URL in your Favorites; it 
is shortly going to be an even more excit-
ing and relevant surfing stop for commu-
nity web-surfers.  Our site has already 
been widely acclaimed for its contribution 
to local community e-democracy and I 
am sure that you will find the changes 
that are in store for the site will increase 
its user-friendliness and value to you.  
Julia Moore on the committee is in the 
process of taking over from Mary Gardner 
as web-editor.  Mary has moved out of 
the area (at least for the time being) and 
leaves us with a 
well-established and respected website.  
Mary worked incredibly hard on our 
web-site.  The committee warmly thanks 
her for all that hard work and wishes 
her all the best. 
 
The Public Toilet upgrade process has 
been a fascinating and successful 
exercise in community consultation.  (I'm 
still a little irked that my idea of taking the 
effluent outflow away in 44-gallon drums 
by IRB surf boat directly to the Mangere 
sewage treatment plant isn't getting any 
traction though!  I suppose it shows that 
we can't all be experts in disposal op-
tions.)  More seriously though, the proc-
ess has been impressive.  It has allowed 
for people in the community who have 

attended the meetings to become well 
informed about the issues and options, to 

develop well-considered views, and then 
quite often as more information is forth-
coming and other views are heard, to 
change their minds about the best way 
forward.  The next meeting is at 11am    
 
 
Sunday 11 August at the Surf Club. 
 
KKRRT continues to work hard in a range 
of other areas that in the interests of brev 
ity I won't report on here.  I'll try to select  
different issues each time for the Bill-
board report.  For the full story on any 

issue please feel free to contact com-
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Karekare  
Public Toilet Upgrade 
          Meeting 
Sunday Aug 11th 

Surf Club  
11:00am—1pm 

 
Waitakere City Council will be up-
grading the public toilet block and 
wastewater treatment/disposal 
system at Karekare in 2003. 
 
This is the sixth public meeting 
and discussions will be held on: 
 
• Off site disposal 
• Preferred option for on-site     
          treated effluent land dis-   
          posal areas ­ Union 
          Bay or Southern Dunes (nr.       
          Pohutukawa Glade) 
•  Options for toilet building 

upgrade or replacement 
 
  
For further information contact: 
Peter Sewell 
Waitakere City Council 
Phone: 836-8000 ext 8759 
Email: Peter.Sewell@Waitakere.
govt.nz 
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Billboard contact details: 
Ingrid 
Ph/fax 812 8454 
Vanessa 
Ph 812 8153 
Fax 812 8062 
E-mail vanf@nznet.gen.nz 
 
Deadline is the 30th of every 
month. 
Delivery—the first week of the 
month 

Karekare Ratepayers and 
Residents Trust 

 
Committee meetings are 

held every third Thursday of 
the month at 8pm 

At the Fire Station. 
 

MAYOR’S BOOK WINS 
Waitakere City Mayor, Bob Harvey’s latest 
book Rolling Thunder: A Spirit of Karekare  
won the Environment category of this 
year’s Montana New Zealand Book 
Awards. 
 
The book has already sold 5000 copies, 
following on the success of  Untamed 
Coast which has now sold 15000 copies. 
Congratulations, Bob! 
 
Note—all profits from sales go to the 
Karekare Surf Life Saving Club  
 

LAGOON CHANGES COURSE  
AFTER 12 YEARS 

Phil Parks has kept a diary of the 
beach and noted in April 1990 that the 
lagoon changed course and started 
going to the left of the beach rather 
than straight out past the Watchmans. 
 
On the night of June 4th this year it 
has finally gone back to that path. 

Phil reckons that many thousand cubic 
metres of sand were moved to create 
the new water course.   
 
Isn’t Nature amazing?? 
Out of interest I have just looked through Bob’s book 
and all the old photos and paintings show the stream 
going out past the Watchmans. 

 
Karekare Ratepayers and  

Residents Trust  
KKRRT continues to be active on behalf of 
its members and the community in the 
Karekare area on a range of issues.  We 
have a well-deserved reputation for 
'punching way above our weight.'  I am 
hoping that I will be able to include a sum-
mary of activities and issues for Billboard 
on a regular basis. So, here goes with a bit 
of a catch-up for the first half of the year. 
 
Late last month we presented our submis-
sion on the Waitakere City Annual Plan.  It 
was well received by council and attracted 
the favourable attention of a number of 
other groups in the city.  Many of the is-
sues that have been raised historically, 
and more recently, were covered, includ-

ing: water, waste,  
 
 
 
transport, parking, landcare, democracy,  
and technology servicing (including power 
phone & internet services).   

 

One tangible result already from our sub-
mission is council enthusiasm to work with 
us to restore, maintain and complete the 
Valley Rd footpath between Watchman's 
bridge and McCreedies paddock.  If there 
is anyone with a particular interest in this 
project who would be keen to get involved 
and work with council on it, please contact 
me or someone else on the committee. 
 
A small but dedicated group of local web-
site enthusiasts have been working 
hard on a revamp of the Karekare website.  
Keep that URL in your Favorites; it is 
shortly going to be an even more exciting 
and relevant surfing stop for community 
web-surfers.  Our site has already been 
widely acclaimed for its contribution to lo-
cal community e-democracy and I am sure 
that you will find the changes that are in 
store for the site will increase its user-
friendliness and value to you.  Julia Moore 
on the committee is in the process of tak-
ing over from Mary Gardner as web-editor.  
Mary has moved out of the area (at least 
for the time being) and leaves us with a 
well-established and respected website.  
Mary worked incredibly hard on our 
web-site.  The committee warmly thanks 
her for all that hard work and wishes 
her all the best. 
 
The Public Toilet upgrade process has 
been a fascinating and successful 
exercise in community consultation.  (I'm 
still a little irked that my idea of taking the 
effluent outflow away in 44-gallon drums 
by IRB surf boat directly to the Mangere 
sewage treatment plant isn't getting any 
traction though!  I suppose it shows that 
we 
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KAREKARE RESIDENTS 
AND RATEPAYERS TRUST 
 
Committee meetings are held on 
the third Thursday of the month at 
8pm at the Fire Station. 
 
All members are welcome to at-
tend any meeting. 
 
Committee Members are: 
Ann Robinson                  ph 555 
Dave Beck                      ph 682 
Dave Bryant                    ph 895 
David Munro                    ph 696 
Jacqui Madelin                ph 525 
Julia Moore                     ph 636 
Matthew Grove                ph 760 
Robin Binsley                  ph 420 
Robin Taylor                    ph 506 
 

 
Billboard Contact De-
tails 
 
Ingrid  
Ph/fax 8128 454  
Vanessa   
Ph 812 8153 
Fax 8128 062 
 
Deadline always 30th 
month. 
Delivery first week of 
month. 
 
Send copy to 
Vanf@nznet.gen.nz 
Please use Arial size 9 with no for-

A Warm Welcome to baby 
Manaia 
Son of  

Te Ao and Arahia  
 

Congratulations to you!  

Landcare Planting 
Day 

 
Sunday 11th August 
 9 am to 11am, plant-
ing memorial trees.  

 
We have 50 to 60 trees to 
plant from the fundraising 
event two years ago. 
These trees are a symbol & 
memorial for everyone’s 
donations.  
Meet at the beginning of 
the Pohutakawa Glade 
walk at 9am—we are start-
ing and finishing earlier so 
people can go to the public 
toilet meeting afterwards if 
they wish. 


