COMMUNITY N

keeping a neighbourhood watch

A house has been broken into at 38 Karekare Rd in the valley over the last
few weeks. Outdoor furniture, chairs, a boogie board and a few pots were
stolen. The offenders broke in through a back door. They appeared to be dis-
turbed as they had other items "ready to go" and only took four out a set of
chairs. The outdoor furniture was heavy and probably needed two people to
carry it and a large hatchback or van to move it. A reminder that burglars can
target the area. If you see anything suspicious contact valley neighbourhood
watch co-ordinator Phil Parkes on 812 8537.

Karekare neighbourhood support group

In 1995, prompted by several security incidents in the

valley, the community set up a Neighbourhood
Support Group (NSG). The entire valley includ-
ing all side roads was divided into eight sec-
tors and the coordinators of those groups
compiled telephone lists which were
confidential but which could be used as
telephone networks when there was an

incident to report.

The police provided each household with a kit
containing information on all aspects of NSG. We also

put NSG signs on the roads leading in and out of the valley.

The system works if people report an incident to their coordinator, no matter how
trivial it might seem at the time. This way problems can be anticipated, and by being

vigilant we can have a safer community.

One advantage of our valley is that there is only one way in and out, and all comings
and goings are seen by someone. It is remarkable how quickly information can be

gained about a suspicious vehicle or person in the valley.
The system now operates on an email network which connects over 50 homes.

A valuable feature of the NSG is the way that it puts neighbours in touch with each
other. While we all value our privacy, it is also important to be aware of the larger
community, and simple consideration of one's neighbours will make Karekare a safer

place for all.

If it is an emergency, always ring the police first on 111, but for further information

email: info@karekare.org.nz
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billboard news

Karekare Landcare
10am Sunday 8th June

Bring out your
old bits of car-
pet (as long as
they are
biodegrad-
able). We are
looking for
underlay or car-
pet made of
natural materi-

als to place
around memorial trees.

On 8th June we are going to fer-
tilise and weed around the base of
the memorial trees, come and find
your own tree.

Families, visitors and children are
welcome to help. Bring your grass
cutting shears and meet by small-
carpark next to Pohutakawa Glade
entrance 10am. For more informa-
tion on the memorial trees and
donations of carpet offcuts, phone
Ella - 8128 318.

Karekare Landcare meets on the
second Sunday of each month at
10am to tackle weeding or planting
projects according to the season.
Come and meet those interested in
conservation, and become familiar
with the special native plants in our
area. For those with web access,
more information on current and
planned conservation projects on
out local Karekare website:

www.karekare.org.nz/landcare
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reduce your
rubbish

As part of the national Reduce Your
Rubbish campaign that is currently
running, the Ministry for the
Environment, regional councils and
local councils are running a Reduce
Your Rubbish challenge. The Ministry
for the Environment, regional and
local councils are running a competi-
tion (with great prizes!) to reward
people who try to reduce their rub-
bish. It's fun and simple and the goal
is to get 20,000 Kiwis to enter before
6 June 2003.

We're calling on all households to
help reduce New Zealand's growing
mountain of rubbish and go in with
the chance to win from $10,000
worth of prizes.

Prizes include Fisher and Paykel,
SmartDrive washing machines and
$500 shopping vouchers from some
of New Zealand's top supermarkets.

Just select the simple actions you think your household can take to reduce your rubbish. If
you're selected for a quick visit by one of our special rubbish investigators and you're
doing the simple things that you said you would, you'll be in with a chance to win!

To help spread the word and reduce our growing mountain of rubbish, simply visit the link
below, fill out the pledge and let your friends know about the challenge.

http://www.reducerubbish.govt.nz/challenge/challenge-form.php

House for rent ROOFING & SPOUTING
3 bedroom partly-furnished house close to
beach available from end of June for long FREE QUOTES
term rental. $300 per week. Sorry, but no PHONE PETER
pets and no smokers. Phone Wendy for
details on 8128 131 or 029 200 7454. ON 8128 972

NEED A
GARDENER?

For any planting, landscaping
or weeding jobs
call Trish on 8128 161

Ted Scott
Photographic & digital imaging
using latest technology. Experience

with publishing books, greeting
cards and postcards. Special rates

for locals needing family portraits.

View some of my images at:
www.fotofile.co.nz

Phone: 812 8859

tedscott@clear.net.nz




