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REGIONAL GOVERNANCE SUBMISSION TO THE ROYAL COMMISSION 

BY THE KAREKARE RESIDENTS & RATEPAYERS TRUST
The Karekare Residents & Ratepayers Trust was formed in early 1970 to promote and represent the interests of residents and ratepayers in the Karekare area. We represent approximately 500 people and are part of the Waitakere Ward.

It is noted that this review is to consider how local government should be structured in Auckland, and the governance and representation arrangements that are required to provide “effective leadership and adequate representation for the various communities within the Auckland region”.

It is accepted that the subject is complex and has far reaching implications for the region and for local democracy. The Karekare Residents & Ratepayers Trust request the Commission to consider the following points:-

1.
We support retaining the four cities i.e. Waitakere, Auckland, North Shore and Manukau. However we do understand that the current system can be made more efficient and democratic.

2.
We agree that the chair or mayor of a regional governance should be directly elected but disagree that they have executive powers to make decisions for the region independently of the council.

3.
The special value of the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area Bill needs to be recognised and protected by any new governance structure.

4.
Current local plans need to be retained and adopted by any new governance structure. Local community management plans should be considered in future planning to ensure that the character of local communities are retained.

5.
The Waitakere Licensing Trust supporting the community is unique.

6.
We support the Eco City policies and practices of the Waitakere City Council.

7.
Waitakere City libraries should be valued and supported.
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8.
The Waikatere City region is fortunate in that local Volunteers (Fire Brigade, First Response Rescue, Surf Life Saving Patrols) provide many services to the community at a higher rate per population than urban city areas. Any new Governance structure must recognise the value of these volunteer organisations and support them with the resources required.

9.
Community Boards should be retained and mandated to execute local projects, local amenities, footpaths, halls etc.

10.
Community Board composition/geographical make up should encompass communities with similar features and values, for example, coastal village, rural village, central city urban, etc. 

11.
Professional resources (e.g. secretarial, logistics) should be provided by any new governance structure to support Community Boards in delivering their mandated projects. This will ensure that community Board members are not burdened by work overload in their part time positions. 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission.
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Matthew Grove

Chairperson on behalf of the

Karekare Residents & Ratepayers Trust

21st April 2008

