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Chairs Report 2008

Introduction

It is almost 9 months since Robin Binsley resigned from the Chair having moved away and I was accepted as the new Chair of the committee. We have been fortunate once again to have great support from both committee members and the community at large in helping us advocate our needs and desires for our community. In particular I have been spoilt by the wonderful work that Rob Drent has done getting the Billboard out each month with all the local happenings and notices. Kuib Witten-Hannah has continued to be our great voice and interface with the City Council through his new position as Chair of the Community Board, and although he has indicated he will not be standing for committee this year I know he will continue to attend our meetings and act as a conduit between us and the council.

Sadly since my election we have not had a permanent Secretary, which I know is often a thankless task but I am sure when we do find one for the new year we can find some way of showing our appreciation of their time. In the meantime I wish to thank the committee members who have taken minutes etc. over the last year.

The committee members this year were;

Robin Binsley (resigned)


John Edgar


John McLarin

Karel Witten-Hannah

Kubi Witten-Hannah

Matthew Grove

Phil Parks

Rebecca Witten-Hannah

Stephen Pye

Vanessa Ferguson

In the following section I will outline briefly some of the issues that we have become involved in.

Issues

New Address

The Trust now has a new mailing address – please note this and forward to any interested parties;

Karekare Residents and Ratepayers Trust

PO Box 80

Piha

Waitakere City

Weed Survey

Recently the ARC, as a result of a grant to help control weeds, carried out a survey of properties at the beach, with the aim of controlling some of the nastier weeds in the area. This is a one-off event in that it is not part of any scheduled programme, and should be applauded in its proactive approach. It is regrettable that while some residents have made great efforts in controlling their problem weeds, others have been less so. We can but congratulate those that have made the effort and continue to support each other in the fight against the weeds.

Road Repairs

The community has been continually frustrated over the last few years at what seem to be the extreme lengths of time taken to repair what have been major failures in the road structure, albeit sometimes due to accidents. Thanks again to Kubi for his continued work on this, both in advocating increased funding for repairs and investigating what causes such huge delays.

Video Cameras

During the year John Edgar received back a quote for installing video cameras at the two entrances to Karekare, and after publishing details in the Billboard the responses John received was almost all positive. I hope to gain a better idea of community feelings for this at the AGM, in particular how many/much people would consider contributing to such an exercise. Should the community feel that this is worth pursuing then we will have to consider the legal ramifications as well as methods for limiting access to footage to the Police for example.

Beach Car Park

With the upcoming construction of the new toilets within the beach car park, the ARC have been consulting us on what could be done to mitigate the loss of car parking spaces. The committee generally agreed upon the second car park design submitted by the ARC, but also requested the investigation of sealing (the metalled part) of the car park as well. This option two consisted of closing the access between the two halves of the car park at the western end, relocating the ARC notice board and beach gate west a couple of metres and the introduction of angled parking on the roadside opposite the old toilet building. Such a layout is estimated to provide the same number of parking spaces as the existing situation, while sacrificing some ease of movement within the car park. The ARC also came back with an estimation for a sealed parking area which due to regulations regarding painting of parking areas actually provides a couple less parking spaces. The committee has been divided over the sealing option, and I am not convinced that we need it. I will not be supporting any proposal to seal the car park. The Parks and Heritage committee is due to make any decisions on the car park at its April meeting.

New Surf Club Building

Over at least the last 2 years the club has been working on plans to replace the current building, which has reached the end of its working life. The community I am sure appreciates the time and effort put in by those club members driving the project who have had to create a design that works for the whole community – a design that I am sure is better for all the input from those with a stake in Karekare. I look forward to the presentation at the AGM showing the intended design and landscaping.

Maui’s Dolphin

The Maui’s dolphin is known only in the waters off the west coast of the North Island, and the current population is estimated at a paltry 110 – continued pressure on central government is required to give this species any chance of survival.

Constitution

While our Constitution is still a robust and workable document,  we have identified some areas that we think could be improved, and thanks to Vanessa for coming up with some sensible improvements which should both ease the workload slightly and protect the integrity of the Trust to a greater degree. I urge the members to consider and support the motion to make the published amendments.

Future

The Karekare Community Management Plan is due to be updated, and this has special importance with the upcoming final reading of the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Bill, which will place a special emphasis on local plans such as ours.

The local government review is also underway at the moment, and we must ensure that we do not lose our local identity in any merger that might create some ‘super city’.

Conclusion

It is an honour to represent this community and hopefully I can continue to contribute via the committee for the next year. Hopefully the diverse views of the members will continue to make Karekare an interesting place, while our love for the area should drive our commitment to protecting not just the trees and birds, but the spaces and views that make it feel special. 

